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Case 2563

Conusfloridanus Gabb, 1869 (Mollusca, Gastropoda): proposed

conservation of the specific name

W. O. Cernohorsky

Auckland Institute and Museum, Private Bag, Auckland 1, NewZealand

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the conservation of the widely accepted

marine prosobranch name Conusfloridanus Gabb, 1869 by the suppression of an

unused senior subjective synonym, Conus anabathrum Crosse, 1865.

1

.

Crosse ( 1 865 , p. 304) described Conus anabathrum on the basis of a single specimen

from the Cuming collection. No type locality was given by Crosse but the name has been

erroneously associated with Indo-Pacific species and largely ignored. Tomlin (1937,

p. 21 1) in his catalogue of recent and fossil cones listed the specific name anabathrum

Crosse, but placed the taxon in the synonymy of the Japanese species C. japonicus

Hwass in Bruguiere, 1792. Hinton (1972, p. 88) illustrated a species from Queensland,

Australia as 'Conus species', and in the text mentioned that the species could possibly

be C. anabathrum. Walls (1979, p. 962) listed C. anabathrum as a 'doubtful taxon'.

Neither of the aforementioned three authors used anabathrum as a valid name, and

C. anabathrum is thus considered to be unused.

2. Coomans et al. (1980, p. 34), during research for a monograph on the genus

Conus, examined the holotype of C. anabathrum in the British Museum (Natural

History), London, and recognised it as being not of Indo-Pacific origin but conspecific

with C.floridanus Gabb, 1869 (p. 195 [as 19]) from Florida and the Bahamas. The

authors considered C. anabathrum Crosse, 1 865 to be a senior synonym of C.floridanus

Gabb, 1 869, and suggested that the status ofanomen oblitum for C. anabathrum would

be most appropriate for the sake of stability of nomenclature. However, since such a

rejection is no longer applicable under the Code, an application for suppression under

the plenary powers is mandatory.

3. Vink ( 1 985, p. 3) reviewed the nomenclature of C.floridanus and C. anabathrum,

and after studying the type of C. anabathrum agreed with Coomans et al. that the

specific names are synonymous. Vink proposed the re-instatement oi anabathrum, but

the re-introduction of this unused name for the well known, common, living and

Pliocene species C. floridanus poses a serious threat to nomenclatural stability. The

junior name C.floridanus is well entrenched in malacological literature and has been

used by at least 29 different authors during the last 50 years (a list of references is held in

the office of the Secretariat).

4. The International Conmiission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the name anabathrum Crosse, 1865, as

published in the binomen Conus anabathrum, for the purposes of the Principle of

Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy;
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(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the numefloridanus

Gabb, 1869, as published in the binomen Conus floridanus;

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in

Zoology the name anabathrum Crosse, 1865, as pubhshed in the binomen Conus

anabathrum and as suppressed in (1) above.
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